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SPRING - SUMMER 2017 NEWSLETTER
2017 ANNUAL MEETING

YOUR BOARD OF DIRECTORS:

The San Diego Memorial Society will hold its’ 59th Annual Meeting on Saturday, April 22nd, 2017 at 1 PM. The location will be the San Diego Education Association office located at 10393 San Diego Mission Road, Suite
200, San Diego, CA 92108. The Agenda will include the usual reports, election of Board Members, etc.

Heather Simonson– Presiden
Michael Cooney – Vice President
Kent Stallman– Treasurer
Elaine Durson – Secretary
Peggy Graf—Director
Jackie Hay—Director
Angel Kearney—Director
Jeff Paden—Director
Rosemary Patterson—Director
Terry Pesta—Director
Victor Savino—Director

There will also be speakers. Unfortunately, the information wasn’t available
on who will be speaking at the deadline for publication of the newsletter.

DIRECTIONS...
EAST COUNTY:
Head west on I-8 W toward San Diego, Take exit toward Mission Gorge Rd/
Fairmount Ave. Keep left to take ramp toward Fairmont Ave/Mission Gorge Rd/San
Diego Mission. Stay straight to go onto Alvarado Canyon Rd. Stay straight to go
onto Camino del Rio N. Take 1st right onto Ward Rd. Ward Rd becomes Rancho
Mission Rd. Turn left onto San Diego Mission Rd. 10393 SD Mission Rd in on the
left.

NORTH COUNTY: I-5:
Head southeast on I-5 S toward I-805 S, Slight left onto I-805 S. Merge onto CA52E, Take the Junction I-15 /Kearny Villa Rd. exit (EXIT 7). Take the Junction I-15
exit on the left. Merge onto I-15 S Take the Friars Rd Exit, EXIT 7) toward Stadium.
Turn left onto Friars Rd. Turn right onto Rancho Mission Rd. 10393 San Diego Mission Rd is on the left.

NORTH COUNTY I-15:
Head south on I-15 S. Take the Friars Rd exit (EXIT 7) toward Stadium. Turn left
onto Friars Rd. Turn right onto Rancho Mission Rd. Turn right onto San Diego Mission Rd.. 10393 San Diego Mission Rd is on the left.

SOUTH SAN DIEGO:
Head north on CA-15 N . Take the Friars Rd exit (EXIT 7) for Friars Rd E. Merge
onto Friars Rd. Turn right onto Rancho Mission Rd. Take the 2nd right onto San
Diego Mission Rd.,

PRESIDENT’S REPORT
The San Diego Memorial Society is very fortunate in that it has a very
strong Board of Directors. The current board comes from a very wide selection of walks of life. The wide expanse of education, experience and commitment creates a very stable force to work with when approaching the
issues the Society faces.
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT - CONT
That said we are always looking for a few more good men/women to step forward. I have tried, as did the
presidents before, to keep the meetings to a reasonable demand both in numbers and length. The board
members are great at keeping on task and coming to completion. However, each board member knows that
they can bring up issues that need to be considered and it is acceptable to the entire board. I say this as I
want to encourage each and every member of the San Diego Memorial Society to consider the possibility of
taking a seat at the board table.
There are two ways to become a SD Memorial Society Board Member; you can stand for election at the annual meeting or you can attend a board meeting and, if there is a vacancy, the board can vote you on to the
board until the next annual meeting. At this time we have eleven board members. We can have up to fifteen.
We are a friendly group and we welcome new faces.
At this time I want to recognize the hard work and dedication to our Society of Barbara Thomson. Barbara
stepped up ten years ago when the Society was facing several serious challenges. Without her efforts the Society might not exist. The Board recognizes that she has been an incredible force. Even today, as the Society
moves forward in new directions, the ground work that Barbara has done makes changes possible.
In closing I urge all members to attend our annual meeting. Many members put this event on their calendar
but I would like to see some new faces. It is you’re organization, your Society. Please join us at the annual
meeting.
Heather Simonson,
President, San Diego Memorial Society

SERVING IN AN EMERITUS ROLE AS CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD
It has been my pleasure to serve the San Diego Memorial Society this past year in an emeritus
role as the Chairman of he Board. The role of Chairman of the Board is a new role for the Society and the board will evaluate the position at their next regular board meeting to decide if
they wish to continue the concept. The Chairman does not have voting rights. This is a concept that is being adopted by many board of directors at many levels in both the private and
public arenas.
This is the end of my seventh year on the board and I believe today, as I did seven years ago,
in the value of what the Society brings to the San Diego County community. KPBS once called
the San Diego Memorial Society “one of the best kept secrets in San Diego County”. I hope
that in the next few years, with the strong board of directors that we currently have, that will
soon not be a “kept” secret. We have not grown as much as the board had hoped. Therefore
the board is looking at how the Society can expand its exposure to the citizens of our community.
It has been my joy to work with your Society President, Heather Simonson. This has proved to
be a true challenge this year with the need to bring many new issues to the table for discussion and action. Heather works full time in a profession that is very demanding on her time
and thoughts, yet she feels strongly in the value of the Society and struggles to balance her
job, her family and the Society. She is truly a gift to the San Diego Memorial Society.
In the seven years that I have served on the board I have had the privilege of working with
many wonderful people. One name jumps to the top of my list. Vic Savino has brought
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SERVING IN AN EMERITUS ROLE AS CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD,cont.
Quality, intelligence, industry experiences, life experiences and most importantly, a huge support for the Society. Working with Vic has been an incredible addition to my life experiences.
Tim Jenkins
Chairman of the Board
A NOTE OF THANKS FROM YOUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Words cannot express what a wonderful experience it has been for me to serve the San Diego
Memorial Society for the past ten years. I feel as though I have been blessed to be in a position to help so many families in San Diego County with their end of life needs plus educating
all of those who have called on how to save every possible penny when it comes to taking
care of those needs.
I can’t thank all of you enough for the wonderful words, beautiful cards, notes, etc. expressing
your appreciation for my help. There have also been some very generous donations made to
the Society because of families appreciating what the Society does and the route I steered
them on.
I have been a member of the Society since 1963 and have firsthand experience with, not only
the money that is saved, but the amount of time at the mortuary. This is such a wonderful organization that needs to continue to grow as it has in the past ten years. We have gone from
signing 210 new members in 2007 to signing 656 new members in 2016. That was because
the Society changed it’s hours of being available from 9AM to noon Monday thru Thursday to
being available 24/7. Just think what we can do if people actually know about us.
Help us spread the word. Our website: www.sdmsonline.com has all of our information.
Once again I can’t express strongly enough how important your donations are to keep this Society in existence. You can donate by going to our website and clicking on DONATE or you can
mail a check or you can call the office at 858-391-1267 and a donation can be taken with a
credit card. Organizations like ours are closing all over the US due to lack of people to run the
office and money. Thanks again to all of you who continue to donate!
Barbara Thomson, Executive Director
FUTURE NEWSLETTER’S AND CORRESPONDENCE VIA E-MAIL
If you are interested in receiving your newsletter or any correspondence from your Society via e-mail and you
have not already notified us, send us an e-mail giving permission to start corresponding with you on occasion
by e-mail. Be sure and include your name, address and email address on any correspondence to
volunteer@sdmsonline.com. If you choose this method you will no longer receive your newsletter or any correspondence from us via U.S.Mail. This saves the Society money on printing, addressing and postage. Also be
sure to send us any change of e-mail address or mailing address so we can keep our records current.
NOTE: If you no longer wish to receive the newsletter, please notify the office...
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BEFORE I GO, YOU SHOULD KNOW………………
The above named booklet is now available thru the San Diego Memorial Society for your purchase. The price is $20 per copy (free shipping).
It includes the following:
*Your funeral plans
*Where your important papers are
*Who should take care of your pets and how
*Who to call when the time comes
*That you love them enough to get it together with……
Before I Go, You Should Know, the comprehensive end-of-life planner. Featuring illustrations by Edward Gorey. It is spiral bound, BIG - has 30
pages to record everything from your preference for burial or cremation to how to close down your social media accounts and online life. Also
includes two free chapters from the book Final Rights with consumer funeral and burial rights and rules specific to California, a survivor’s checklist
of important but often overlooked tasks when death occurs. There is also a place to record all the biographical information your family will need
for an obituary, funeral or memorial service.
To purchase this much needed booklet please fill out the following information and mail to SAN DIEGO MEMORIAL SOCIETY, 13446 POWAY RD
#207, POWAY, CA 92064 along with your check or call Barbara at 858-391-1267 and pay with a credit card over the phone.
Please send me _______copies of Before I Go, You Should Know. My mailing information is:

Name__________________________________________________________
Address________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip Code______________________________________________
Find enclosed a check for_____________________

DONATIONS ALWAYS NEEDED AND GREATLY APPRECIATED!

